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IN THE ABSTRACT: 

Please replace the originally filed Abstract with the following: 

A oystom and method for merging two rul e sots providod in rul e based system s 
associated with originating applications ex e cuting at different locations, o aoh rulosot 
comprising rules in potential conflict with e aoh othor, and e ach rul e 3et being in a 
diff e rent rulo fonnat > th e method comprising: communicating the rulesets to bo 
merged ov e r a distributed network to an assimilotor service d e vice for r e ceiving each 
rul e s e t; providing a m e rg e policy to the assimilator devioo, the merge policy 
comprising a s e t of specifications of partially ord e r e d priorities and/or mutual - 
e xclusion constraint; translating tho rul e s e ts into a common core repr e s e ntation 
capabl e of being impl e ment e d in any logio program rule engin e provided in a rulo 
based application at any location; assimilating th e rul e sots to produc e a new merged 
ruleset comprising logic required for r e solving potential conflicts among rules in 
accordanc e with th e merge policy, where th e new merged rules e t is in a common ooro 
repr e sentation capable of being implemented in any logic program rul e engin e 
provided in a rulo bas e d application at any location; translating th e now merged 
rul e s e t into one of tho originating application's rulo format; and communicating tho 
translated now merg e d rulosot over tho distribut e d network to on e of the originating 
application sr 

■*A system and me thod for me rpinp; twn rulesets provided in rule-based systems 
associated with originating applications executing at different locations, each ruleset 
comprising rules in potential conflict with each other, and each ruleset being in a 
different rule forma t The rulesets to be merged are communicated to an assimilator 
service provided with a merge policy comprising a set of specifications of partially- 
ordered priorities an d/or mutual-exclusion constraints. The rulesets are translated into 
a common represen tation capable of being implemented in any logic program rule 
engine provided in a rule-based application at anv location. The rulesets are 
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assimilated to produce a new merged ruleset comprising logic required for resolving 
potential conflicts among rules in accordance with the merge policy that is 
implemented in any logic program rule engine provided at any location. The new 
merged ruleset is then translated into one of the orijginating application's rule format.— 
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